Planimeter README

Extracting the files:

Windows/Mac OS X

If you are using Windows then Winzip should be able to extract the files from the

tar.gz for you.

If you are using Mac then Stuffit should be able to extract the files from the tar.gz

for you.

If you are using Mac OS X, LINUX, or some other "UNIX" clone, then you can 

extract the files on the command line as follows:

gunzip planimeter_final.tar.gz

tar -xvf planimeter_final.tar

Starting the program:

The area.jar file is a specially configured jar file for running 

directly via the java virtual machine.

Windows:

Click Start>Programs>Command Prompt

At the command prompt you will need to change directories to the directory in which you extracted the files. 

Check your java version by typing at the prompt:

C:\>java -version

Java will display your current version. You must have Java 1.2 

or later to run this program. If you do not have the correct java version then you can obtain it from http://java.sun.com

Run the program by typing at the prompt:

C:\>java -jar area.jar

The program should come up after a few seconds of loading.

Mac OS X/ LINUX

In a shell, change directories to the directory in which you extracted the files.

Check you java version

java -version

Java will display your current version. You must have Java 1.2 

or later to run this program.If you do not have the correct java version then you can obtain it from http://java.sun.com

Run the program by typing at the prompt:

java -jar area.jar

The program should come up after a few seconds of loading.

Using the program:

In the program window:

Click Menu>Open New Image ...

Select usa.jpg

Click Open

Scroll the window to the far bottom right corner of the image. You

should see the scale.

Double click each end of the scale and when prompted enter 300 (since

the scale represents 300 miles).

Scroll to the desired state.

Click on corner of the state and while holding the mouse button

down, trace the state in a clockwise direction. When you get back

to the starting point, release the mouse button.

Next, Click Menu>Compute Area

You will see the approximate area displayed.

To see the actual area, Click Menu>Area by State and then select the

state.

Note: The area displaying the image is sensitive to all mouse clicks.

You should only click the area when calibrating the scale or when

tracing a region. If you accidentily click or double click in there 

when you did not mean too, simply choose Menu>Reset All and start over.

Good Luck!

